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00-213
For Immediate Release:

EIU TENT CITY OFFERS A LITTLE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE- NO KIDDING!
CHARLESTON - Music, refreshments, old friends, simulated grenades ...
The theme of Homecoming 2000 may be "Kiddin' Around at EIU," but Eastern Illinois
University isn't kidding when it says there's a little something for everybody at this year's
celebration.
Tent City -literally a small, temporary community made up of canvas- awaits those
who may feel at a loss for what to do between the parade, which begins at 9:30 a.m. Saturday,
and the EIU Panthers/Tennessee State Tigers football game at 1:30 p.m. And organizers
stress that the doors to the nine-tent city, located directly behind O'Brien Stadium, are open to
all- not just EIU students and alumni.
"We welcome anyone who wishes to visit our campus," said Alan Baharlou, chair of
Eastern's geology/geography department and coordinator of this year's Tent City tent for the
university's College of Sciences. "We want to take every opportunity we can to talk about our
university and let people know that we're proud to be a part of Eastern."
-more-
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TENT CITY

At the COS tent, Baharlou continued, one will be able to enjoy hot dogs and other treats
while meeting with some of the college's faculty and staff.
A special Tent City addition this year will be that of Eastern's ROTC Panther Battalion,
celebrating its 201h year on the university's campus. The Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps
began classes at EIU during the Fall 1980 semester with 38 students- five of them womenenrolled.
According to Lt. Col. Laurence J. Sefren, current chair of Eastern's Department of
Military Science, the EIU ROTC program has, to date, commissioned more than 200 second
lieutenants into the active U.S. Army, Army Reserves and Illinois National Guard. The EIU
ROTC program continues to grow with a current enrollment of 100 students (65 females), and
an expected enrollment next year of 120 to 140.
To welcome back its alumi, and to greet new students and friends, EIU's ROTC unit
plans a Tent City showcase of military equipment and activities. Equipment expected to be on
hand includes an AH-64 Apache attack helicopter, an UH-60 utility helicopter, a TOW missile
system, a 155mm cannon, HMMWV vehicle with .50-caliber weapons system, HMMWV with
Stinger anti-aircraft missile system and a collection of antique vehicles and equipment.
Visitors may also fire blanks from an M-16 rifle and M-60 and M249 machine guns.
Other activities will include an M-16 simulation system, a Stinger missile simulation system and
a practice hand grenade assault course.
And, weather-permitting, two parachutists from Archway Skydiving of Vandalia will
deliver this year's football, as well as an American flag and the Panther Battalion's colors, at the
beginning of the Panther/Tiger contest.
Other university colleges and departments will be represented at Tent City, as well.
-more-
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Special guests at this year's College of Education and Professional Studies' tent will be Ron
Gholson and Judith lvarie, well-known and respected faculty members who have plans to soon
retire.
The Miscellaneous Three-Man Band, composed of EIU alumni from around the area, will
entertain visitors at the Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences' tent. Alumni there
also will have the opportunity to autograph this year's special tablecloth and pick up buttons
signifying the school they graduated from.
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